
Beyond Chocolate: 
Partnership for a Sustainable Belgian Chocolate Sector 



Context

The Belgian Chocolate Sector 



The Power of Belgian Chocolate 

Belgian chocolate is considered as a 

high-quality type of chocolate and 

resonates all over the world.

Belgian chocolate

535.000 tons of chocolate products 

are produced / 420.000 tons exported 

annually by Belgian chocolate makers. 

Production / Export

The Belgian chocolate industry relies 

on 140,769 - 190,874 cocoa farming 

families, mainly from West Africa.

Cocoa farmers

About 280.000 tons of cocoa beans via 

the port of Antwerp (2nd cocoa port in 

Europe, BE 3rd EU importer).

Import cocoa beans



Origin of cocoa imported into Belgium 
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“with great chocolate comes 
great responsibility”



Extreme poverty at the root

Source: Cocoa Barometer 2020 (VOICE Network)



High deforestation rates



Child labour on the rise



“No one can whistle a symphony,
it takes a whole orchestra to play it”

Halford E. Luccock



Beyond Chocolate
The partnership for sustainable Belgian chocolate (December 2018)



Our Partners 



Our Commitments 

By 2025, all the chocolate produced 

and/or sold in Belgium shall comply with 

a relevant certification standard or is 

covered by a corporate sustainability 

scheme

By 2025, all partners shall comply with 

applicable agreements of the Cocoa & 

Forests Initiative

By 2030 deforestation due to cocoa 

growing for the Belgian chocolate sector 

has ended.

By 2030, all partners The partners jointly 

undertake to ensure that cocoa growers 

that supply to the Belgian market will 

earn at least a living income,

CERTIFICATION DEFORESTATION LIVING INCOME



Our Progress

2019-2021 
https://www.idhsustainabletrade.com/news/beyond-chocolate-2020-annual-report/

https://www.idhsustainabletrade.com/news/beyond-chocolate-2020-annual-report/


65%
Of the chocolate produced in Belgium is now certified/covered 
by a corporate sustainability scheme, an 8% increase compared 
to 2020.



100%





Beyond Chocolate 
Co-financing fund



25 partners

+12,000  
households

+6M euros

Pilots

5 Projects

Côte d’Ivoire

9.000
farmers 2 projects

Ghana

1.450 
farmers

1 Project

Democratic 
Republic of Congo

1.500
farmers

https://www.idhsustainabletrade.com/beyond-chocolate-co-financed-projects/

https://www.idhsustainabletrade.com/beyond-chocolate-co-financed-projects/


Working Together 



Working together

GISCO 
German Initiative on Sustainable 

Cocoa

June 2012

SWISSCO

Swiss Platform for Sustainable Cocoa

January 2018

Beyond Chocolate 
Partnership for a more sustainable

Belgian cocoa sector

December 2018

DISCO

Dutch Initiative for Sustainable Cocoa

September 2020

Other European Initiatives for Sustainable Chocolate 

https://www.idhsustainabletrade.com/uploaded/2021/06/ISCO-Alignment-Collaboration.pdf

https://www.idhsustainabletrade.com/uploaded/2021/06/ISCO-Alignment-Collaboration.pdf


ISCO’s – 4 common challenges



Joining Beyond Chocolate



Expectation of and advantages for new partners

EXPECTATIONS 

1. Firm commitment on 

- Certification

- Living Income

- Ending deforestation

2. Complying to annual reporting requirements 

3. Open communication & engagement 

ADVANTAGES 

1. You join a network of experts on sustainable cocoa 

2. Support towards end goals 

3. Possibility of co-financing projects 

4. Possibility to share knowledge with sector and influence policy 



Name: Charles Snoeck, Senior Program Manager 

Email: Snoeck@idhtrade.org

Name: Marloes Humbeeck, Senior Program Officer 

Email: Humbeeck@idhtrade.org

Website: www.beyondchocolate.be LinkedIn

Contact us

https://www.linkedin.com/company/beyond-chocolate-partnership
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